[bookmark: _GoBack][image: download featuring the elements of art] [image: download outlining the principles of design] [image: download outlining the contemporary elements of art]
image1.jpeg
The Slomerts. of Ot

The building blocks of making art

Line

Aline is a path made by a moving point through space.
Itis one-dimensional and can vary in width, direction,
and length.

Shape

Shapes are flat, enclosed areas that are two-dimensional
(length and height). Artists use both geometric and
organic shapes.

Color

Color is perceived by the way light reflects off a surface.
There are three properties of color: hue (color name),
intensity (strength/purity), and value
(lightness and darkness).

Value

Value describes the lightness or darkness of a surface.

Texture

Texture describes the surface quality of an object.
Artists use both actual texture (how things feel) and
implied texture (how things look like they feel).

Space

Space is used to create the illusion of depth within an
artwork. It can also refer to the positive and negative
space between, around, or within objects.

Form

Forms are three-dimensional (length, width, height) and
can be viewed from many angles. Forms have volume
and take up space.
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The Principles of Design

The tools to plan and organize artwork

Balance

Contrast

Balance is the distribution of visual weight in an
artwork. The three types of balance are symmetrical
(two sides are the same), asymmetrical (two sides are
different but visually weighted equally) and radial
(design emerges from center point).

Contrast is the difference between elements in a
composition. This can happen through a variety of
elements such as value change, size difference, etc.

Emphasis
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Emphasis is the creation of a focal point in an artwork.
Emphasis draws the viewer's eye to particular areas of
the artwork first.

Pattern
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Pattern decorates the artwork with regularly repeated
‘elements such as shapes or color.

Unity
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Unity means that all elements within the artwork are in
harmony. Variety within elements adds interest to the
composition.

Movement

Movement is how the eye travels through an artwork.
Movement can lead the viewer from one aspect to
another within the composition.

Rhythm

Rhythm is the regular repetition of elements such
as line, shape and forms to
create interest and consistency.
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Although these concepts are not entiely unique to contemporary art, many artits today often go beyond the
traditional elements and princiles in their work by using new concepts and approaches ike the ones isted below.

Appropriation

Time

0

Appropriation is when an artist creates a new work of
art by taking preexisting images from other sources and
modifies and/or incorporates those images with new
ones.

Time is incorporated into an artwork when the meaning

of the work is dependent on the passing of time. Artists

today manipulate how moments of time are experienced
through the viewing of their artwork.

Performance
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Performance refers to artwork created by o presented
to an audience. Performance as an element can also
include the processes used by the artist to create the
work. This takes place when the process used to create
the artwork is more important than the finished work
itself.

Hybridity

Artists use hybridity in their work through the blending
of new or unusual materials with traditional mediums.
The incorporation of these materials, such as recycied or
industrial materiais, plays an important role in the
meaning of the artwork.

Perspective

Perspective (such as localized, forced, or anamorphic) in
contemporary art refers to when an artist works with the
real space surrounding the artwork itself. Perspective
can play 2 role in the way the viewer Iooks at the
artwork or even the way the work is perceived.

Destruction

Destruction refers to when an artist uses methods

to show damage in or to their artwork. Many times,

this destruction is documented as a process, which,
in return, becomes the work itself.

Text

2 x4

Contemporary artists utiize text in their art to push past
the concept that text is only meant to be read. The
‘additional meaning from the text adds another level of
depth that cannot be created by shape and color alone.
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